


Executive Summary

Florida supports people with intellectual and developmental disabilities primarily through the iBudget
Medicaid waiver, a federal-state program that funds services in a person’s own home and community
rather than in an institution. It works when it is funded and staffed.

.. This briefing book focuses on
Dear Elected Official, 6 priorities where legislative

Congrotulqtions on your deCiSion action can strengthen that system:
'l'O Seek pu blic Office. 1. Sustaining the workforce through fair provider rates;

2. Fixing a broken transportation reimbursement structure;
Whether you are new to disability policy or have worked alongside families and 9 P

providers for years, we appreciate your willingness to serve Florida’s communities. 3. Reducing a waiting list that has left thousands of eligible Floridians waiting years for services;

For almost seventy years, The Arc of Florida has advocated for individuals with 4. Building long-term safeguards into the shift to statewide managed care;

intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD), their families, and local chapters

and providers to promote opportunity, independence, and inclusion. 5. Expanding competitive integrated employment through proven training models;

As you meet voters throughout your district, you will undoubtedly encounter 6. Protecting family choice in supported housing.

families navigating long waiting lists, workforce shortages, transportation

bome;s,hhousmé; d:foF”|en%'es’ ondde(rjnplogmer?t Oth:COTleSbIhesel' |ssue|s qffect None of these pressures are unmanageable. Each has a path forward that other states have already

LSS @fiveBelae s eIficlite lelasieieke Syl lnitii el elic ool VISl Bl Olak: walked, and the six issue briefs that follow summarize the challenge, the data, and The Arc of Florida’s

This briefing book ” ) f Florida’s devel | disabili policy considerations for each. Also provided is a summary of Florida’s Intellectual and Developmental
Is brieting book provides an overview of Florida’s developmental disability Disabilities System including Challenges and Opportunities to consider.

system, highlights key legislative priorities, and offers data-driven issue
summaries. We hope it serves as a helpful resource throughout your campaign
and your service in office.

Our team welcomes the opportunity to answer questions, provide district-specific

information, or connect you with families and providers in your community. Ta b'e of Contents

Thank you for your commitment to public service.
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Florida’s Intellectual & Developmental
Disability System

Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) — the state agency responsible for serving
Floridians with developmental disabilities. APD administers the iBudget waiver, maintains
the waiting list (Pre-Enrollment List), enrolls and contracts with providers, regulates rates.

Developmental Disability — is defined in Section 393.063(11), F.S. “Developmental disability”
means a disorder or syndrome that is attributable to intellectual disability, cerebral palsy,
autism, spina bifida, Down syndrome, Phelan-McDermid syndrome, or Prader-Willi syndrome;
that manifests before the age of 18; and that constitutes a substantial handicap that can
reasonably be expected to continue indefinitely. HB 565 during 2026 Legislative Session adds:
Tatton-Brown-Rahman syndrome to the statutory definition of developmental disability.

Intellectual Disability — is defined in Section 393.063(24) “Intellectual disability” means
significantly subaverage general intellectual functioning existing concurrently with deficits
in adaptive behavior which manifests before the age of 18 and can reasonably be expected
to continue indefinitely.

Medicaid Waiver and HCBS — “HCBS” stands for Home and Community-Based Services.
A Medicaid waiver lets a state use Medicaid dollars for supports delivered in homes and
communities, rather than only in institutional settings. These services are the cornerstone
of long-term support that helps people with IDD live, work, and thrive where they choose.
There are 27 approved HCBS Services offered.

iBudget — Florida’s IDD waiver is formally the Developmental Disabilities Individual
Budgeting Waiver. Each enrolled person receives an individual budget, and that fixed
allocation must cover all of their waiver services — residential supports, personal supports,
day programs, employment services, therapies, and transportation. As of the most recent
figure available, 37,040 Floridians are enrolled. Florida’s waiver has no fixed enroliment
cap; capacity is determined by annual legislative appropriations. In 2026, the Legislature
appropriated an additional $10 million for new enrollees.

CDC+ — Consumer-Directed Care Plus, Florida's self-directed option, which allows individuals
and families to manage their own budget and hire their own supports.

Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) — the Florida Division of Vocational Rehabilitation,
housed in The Florida Department of Education, funds services that help individuals
with disabilities prepare for, obtain, retain, advance in, or regain competitive integrated
employment (CIE) — work in typical community workplaces, alongside people without
disabilities, at competitive wages, with the same opportunities for advancement as
anyone else doing similar work.

School Transition — Students with IDD can be served through their local school district
until the age of 22 years old. The Arc of Florida publishes School Age Transition resources
in English and Spanish and available on our website.

Managed Care — Florida has recently provided a new option for IDD services from
fee-for-service into managed care. The IDD Comprehensive Managed Care (ICMC) pilot
launched in October 2024 in seven counties, and statewide expansion was authorized for
October 2025 and further expansion of any iBudget participant (18 years and older) can
move to the ICMC plan starting July 1, 2026. This is the single largest structural change to
Florida’s IDD system in years.

Housing — Over the past decade the Florida Housing Finance Corporation has funded
eight nonprofit organizations to develop apartment-style Intentional Communities

designed for adults with developmental disabilities. Nearly every one of them maintains
a waiting list.

Join Us, Like Us, Love Us

www.facebook.com/
www.instagram.com/
www.linkedin.com/company/

www.youtube.com/user/


https://www.facebook.com/TheArcOfFlorida/
https://www.instagram.com/TheArcOfFlorida/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-arc-of-florida/home/
https://www.youtube.com/user/thearcofflorida

Additional Resources

Website: ArcFlorida.org

2027 Legislative Platform

Annual Report

School Age Transition resources (English and Spanish)

Be Prepared, Be Counted, Be Heard Awareness Initiative

Newsletters and legislative bill tracking

Agency for Persons with Disabilities

APD Waiting List reporting or dashboard

Agency for Health Care Administration, IDD Comprehensive Managed Care

Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged

Florida Division of Vocational Rehabilitation

Florida Housing Finance Corporation

Public Policy Agenda, Position Statements, and Core Values

Contact Information

Summer Pfeiffer

President & Chief Executive Officer
The Arc of Florida
summer@arcflorida.org

(850) 921-0460

The Arc of Florida
2898 Mahan Dr, Suite 1

Tallohassee, FL 32308
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The Arc of Florida is a resource
to you as a candidate or elected
official on any issue affecting
Floridians with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. If
you would like district-specific
information, a briefing for your
staff, or an introduction to
families and providers in your
community, please contact us.



https://link.edgepilot.com/x/YCr3F1uUMjd2HZaW5jgru8c?u=http://www.arcflorida.org/
https://www.arcflorida.org/legislative-platform
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.arcflorida.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Arc-FL-annual-2024.pdf
https://www.arcflorida.org/school-age-transition
https://www.arcflorida.org/awareness-initiative
https://www.arcflorida.org/news-2026
https://apd.myflorida.com/
https://apd.myflorida.com/resources/reports.htm
https://ahca.myflorida.com/icmc-program.html
https://www.fdot.gov/ctd/ctd-home
https://rehabworks.org/
https://www.floridahousing.org/
https://thearc.org/



